
Excerpts from Reagan’s “Tear Down This Wall” Speech	
Remarks on East-West Relations at the Brandenburg Gate in West Berlin, June 12, 1987	!

	 Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western Europe and North America. I understand that 
it is being seen and heard as well in the East. To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 
warmest greetings and the good will of the American people. To those listening in East Berlin, a special word: 
Although I cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as to those standing here before me. 
For I join you, as I join your fellow countrymen in the West, in this firm, this unalterable belief: Es gibt nur ein 
Berlin. [There is only one Berlin.]	!
	 Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city, part of a vast system of barriers that 
divides the entire continent of Europe. From the Baltic, south, those barriers cut across Germany in a gash of 
barbed wire, concrete, dog runs, and guard towers.  Farther south, there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But 
there remain armed guards and checkpoints all the same--still a restriction on the right to travel, still an 
instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women the will of a totalitarian state. Yet it is here in Berlin where 
the wall emerges most clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the news photo and the television screen 
have imprinted this brutal division of a continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the Brandenburg 
Gate, every man is a German, separated from his fellow men. Every man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a 
scar.	!
	 President von Weizsacker has said: "The German question is open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is 
closed." Today I say: As long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is permitted to stand, it is not 
the German question alone that remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. Yet I do not come 
here to lament. For I find in Berlin a message of hope, even in the shadow of this wall, a message of triumph.	!
	 In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an economic miracle, the Wirtschaftswunder. 
Adenauer, Erhard, Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of liberty--that just as truth can 
flourish only when the journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come about only when the 
farmer and businessman enjoy economic freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free trade, 
lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of living in West Germany and Berlin doubled.	!
	 Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of 
any city in Germany-busy office blocks, fine homes and apartments, proud avenues, and the spreading lawns of 
park land. Where a city's culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great universities, 
orchestras and an opera, countless theaters, and museums. Where there was want, today there's abundance--
food, clothing, automobiles-the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm. From devastation, from utter ruin, you 
Berliners have, in freedom, rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the greatest on Earth.	!
	 In the 1950's, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." But in the West today, we see a free world that 
has achieved a level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human history. In the Communist world, 
we see failure, technological backwardness, declining standards of health, even want of the most basic kind-too 
little food. Even today, the Soviet Union still cannot feed itself. After these four decades, then, there stands 
before the entire world one great and inescapable conclusion: Freedom leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces the 
ancient hatreds among the nations with comity and peace. Freedom is the victor.	!
	 And now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited way, be coming to understand the importance of 
freedom. We hear much from Moscow about a new policy of reform and openness. Some political prisoners 
have been released. Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some economic enterprises 
have been permitted to operate with greater freedom from state control.  Are these the beginnings of profound 
changes in the Soviet state? Or are they token gestures, intended to raise false hopes in the West, or to 
strengthen the Soviet system without changing it?	
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	 There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the 
cause of freedom and peace. General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this 
gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!	!
	 While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that we will maintain the capacity to deter 
Soviet aggression at any level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of our allies, the United 
States is pursuing the Strategic Defense Initiative-research to base deterrence not on the threat of offensive 
retaliation, but on defenses that truly defend; on systems, in short, that will not target populations, but shield 
them. By these means we seek to increase the safety of Europe and all the world. But we must remember a 
crucial fact: East and West do not mistrust each other because we are armed; we are armed because we mistrust 
each other. And our differences are not about weapons but about liberty. When President Kennedy spoke at the 
City Hall those 24 years ago, freedom was encircled, Berlin was under siege. And today, despite all the 
pressures upon this city, Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And freedom itself is transforming the globe.	!
	 In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to join the community of freedom. Yet in this age 
of redoubled economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union faces a choice: It must make 
fundamental changes, or it will become obsolete. Today thus represents a moment of hope. We in the West stand 
ready to cooperate with the East to promote true openness, to break down barriers that separate people, to create 
a safer, freer world.  With our French and British partners, the United States is prepared to help bring 
international meetings to Berlin. It would be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of United Nations 
meetings, or world conferences on human rights and arms control or other issues that call for international 
cooperation.	!
	 Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most fundamental distinction of all between East and 
West. The totalitarian world produces backwardness because it does such violence to the spirit, thwarting the 
human impulse to create, to enjoy, to worship. The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love and of worship 
an affront. Years ago, before the East Germans began rebuilding their churches, they erected a secular structure: 
the television tower at Alexander Platz. Virtually ever since, the authorities have been working to correct what 
they view as the tower's one major flaw, treating the glass sphere at the top with paints and chemicals of every 
kind. Yet even today when the Sun strikes that sphere--that sphere that towers over all Berlin-- the light makes 
the sign of the cross. There in Berlin, like the city itself, symbols of love, symbols of worship, cannot be 
suppressed.	!
	 As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag, that embodiment of German unity, I noticed words 
crudely spray-painted upon the wall, perhaps by a young Berliner, "This wall will fall. Beliefs become reality." 
Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot withstand faith; it cannot withstand truth. The wall cannot 
withstand freedom.	!
	 And I would like, before I close, to say one word. I have read, and I have been questioned since I've 
been here about certain demonstrations against my coming. And I would like to say just one thing, and to those 
who demonstrate so. I wonder if they have ever asked themselves that if they should have the kind of 
government they apparently seek, no one would ever be able to do what they're doing again.	!
Thank you and God bless you all.	!!! !!!
Copyright Stephanie’s History Store



Name: _____________________________________	 	 	 	 	      Date: __________	!
Questions	!

1.  Write a solid introductory paragraph providing the reader with background information on this topic. The 
information you provide should certainly make it clear to the reader why this speech was going to be as 
noteworthy as it is today.  However, the challenge is for you to be concise.  Write no more than 6 sentences.	!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
2.  List and describe the emotion(s) invoked by phrase “tear down this wall” from 3 unique points of view in 
1987.	!
	 a.	!!
	 b.	!!
	 c.	!!
3.  Why does Reagan make an extra effort to provide a greeting specifically to those in Eastern Europe and East 
Berlin?	!!!!!!!
4.  Why do you think Reagan refers to the Berlin Wall as a "scar?"	!!!!!!!
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5.  Explain why, or how, Reagan could see hope in Berlin. 	!!!!!!!!
6.  Make a clear, but academic connection, between the West German economic miracle and liberty.  	!!!!!!!!!
7.  Identify 4 specific examples of an improved quality of life in West Berlin which is lacking in East Berlin.  	!
	 a.	         !!
	 b.	         !!
	 c.	         !!
	 d.	         !!!
8.  In one sentence explain why Krushchev's "we will bury you" statement was wrong.	!!!!!
9.  Using context clues, define "comity."	!!!!
10.  How does Reagan acknowledge that the importance of freedom may be starting to be grasped by the Soviet 
Union?	!!!!
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11.  Why could it have been a possibility that these were "token gestures?"	!!!!!!!
12.  Under what condition would Reagan believe that change in the East was real and that freedom was a real 
possibility for its citizens?	!!!!!!!
13.  What is the purpose of the Strategic Defense Initiative?   	!!!!!!
14.  What does Reagan imply that America's role will be if the Soviet Union makes fundamental changes?	!!!!!!
15.  Why does Reagan say, " It would be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of United Nations meetings, 
or world conferences on human rights and arms control or other issues that call for international cooperation?"  	!!!!!!!!
16.  What exactly is the root of the matter?  	!!!!!!!!!
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17.  Some say this speech was a turning point in the Cold War.  Explain how or why that might have been. 	!!!!!!!!!!!
18.  Predict what the importance of, or value of, this speech might be 50 years from now and explain your 
thought process.	!!!!!!!!!!
19.  Write a one line slogan to summarize this speech.	!!!!!!!!
20.  If this were being published in the present day and a news reporter issued social media “shares” of the text, 
which 3 direct quotes would be most "shared" on social media to people living in democracies and why?  	!
	 What would be 3 interpretive/summary statements the reporter would write him or herself and then          
“share” to people living in democracies and why?	!
	 Now write one response to each of the above shares from each of the following perspectives (one          
perspective will reply to one share, for a total of 6 replies):	
	 	 —a civilian in West Berlin	                  
	 	 —a civilian in East Berlin	                  
	 	 —Nancy Reagan	                  
	 	 —Mikhail Gorbachev	                  
	 	 —common British citizen	                  
	 	 —common Soviet citizen	                  !!!!
Copyright Stephanie’s History Store


